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Possible strategies for instruction: 
 

Comprehension: 

 Recognize Literary Elements:   

o Begin with the basic elements of character, plot, setting, and theme.  Ask simple 

questions and once that understanding is evident, dive deeper. 

 Who are the characters in the story? 

 Does the character change during the story?  How?  Give examples. 

 What is the setting in the story?  

 How did you know where the story took place?  Did the author tell 

you in words or pictures?  Did you have to infer? 

 What is the problem of the story? 

 Give evidence to support this.   

 How was the problem resolved? 

 Give evidence to support this. 

 Summarize text; include sequence of main events: 

o Students must learn that summaries include the most important details of a story.  

Break the story into sections for students to summarize.  Emergent readers do a nice 

job of drawing summaries while developing readers are able to write 1 – 2 sentence 

summaries.   

 Read through p. 16 and stop.  Ask students to summarize what has happened 

up to this point in the story. (This is the beginning.) 

 Read p. 17 – p. 22 and stop.  Ask students to summarize what happened 

during this section of the text. (This is the middle.) 

 Read p. 23 – end of story.  Ask students to summarize what happened during 

this section of the text.  (This is the end.) 

 Then, have students put all three summaries together to represent their total 

summary of the story.  This also works well when discussing beginning, 

middle, and end. 

 Use Text Features: 

o The illustrations in this text include captions that highlight Wemberly’s thinking.  

Make students aware of these captions and how they aid in a reader’s 

comprehension of the story. 

 

 

Wemberly, a young mouse, worries about everything!  In this 

story Wemberly is most concerned about her first day of 

school and how she will fit in. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&sa=X&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox&rlz=1I7SNNT_enUS409US409&biw=1311&bih=564&tbm=isch&prmd=imvnsb&tbnid=tQ9GVbUr9SuyWM:&imgrefurl=http://k2printables.com/wemberly.htm&docid=MzjPfq8ZNANmXM&imgurl=http://k2printables.com/images/books/wemberly.jpg&w=317&h=400&ei=d1mUT6fnJ4Xe2AXhqvicBQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=91&vpy=194&dur=1622&hovh=252&hovw=200&tx=130&ty=184&sig=101137682163603459226&page=1&tbnh=126&tbnw=100&start=0&ndsp=16&ved=1t:429,r:0,s:0,i:76


Written by: Allison Behne   ©2012 www.thedailycafe.com 
 

Accuracy: 

 Blend Sounds; Stretch and Read: 

o Teaching readers to blend isolated sounds together to read words.  You may want to 

use a rubber band or slinky to provide a visual as you blend, stretch, and read. 

Many words in this selection can be used to model this accuracy strategy.  A few 

include: 

 P.1 – about (a-b-ou-t) 

 P.2 – big (b-i-g) 

 P.3 – little (l-i-tt-le) 

 P. 6 – yard (y-ar-d) 

 P.11 – left (l-e-f-t) 

Fluency: 

 Reread Text: 

o Have students repeat a selection of text several times until they are able to read it 

smoothly, accurately, and with expression.  This text has a repeated chunk of text 

that works well for this strategy: 

 pgs .5 & 10, and pgs. 16 & 20 (“You worry too much,” said her mother….) 

Expand Vocabulary: 

 Use Prior Knowledge and Context to Predict and Confirm Meaning: 

o Although this text does not have many complex words, there are many 

opportunities to use prior knowledge to understand what the author is trying to say.  

Without the proper background knowledge, some of the author’s statements will 

not make sense.  Discuss the following statements from the text and their meaning: 

 P.3 – “Mama, what if I shrink?” – Why would Wemberly think she would 

shrink? (Children who aren’t aware that water makes your skin 

shrivel/wrinkle will not understand this statement.) 

 P. 7 – the noise the radiators made – What is a radiator?  What kind of noise do 

they make? 

 P. 8 – At the playground…  - Why would Wemberly worry about the chains on 

the swings, bolts on the slide, and bars on the jungle gym? 

 

 

This text can be used with nearly any strategy on the CAFE menu.  The above strategies are a 

highlighted collection to use as a springboard for further instruction. 


