




Expanding Vocabulary�Strategies





Voracious Reading


Increase vocabulary by reading and reading and reading.





Tune In to Interesting Words and Use New Vocabulary in Speaking and Writing


Tuning  in to interesting words helps you remember new words, thus expanding their vocabulary





Use Pictures, Illustrations, and Diagrams


Increase vocabulary by paying attention to pictures, illustrations, and diagrams.  Use the context of the story, background knowledge of what is being read, and at times infer to gain meaning of the word and text.





Use Word Parts to Determine the Meaning of Words


Use prefixes, suffixes, origins, abbreviations, etc. to determine the meaning of words.





Use Schema and Context to Predict and Confirm Meaning


Use context clues and prior knowledge to determine the meanings of words.





Ask Someone to Define the Word for You


If you have a question about the meaning of a word ask someone to tell what the word means.  Return to the text and use the knowledge to confirm the definition given.





Use Dictionaries, Thesauruses, and Glossaries as Tools


Use many word-learning tools to increase understanding of words and text.
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Voracious Reading


The key to improving fluency is increasing the amount of time students read.


Confer often with students who need this strategy to help them get in the habit of reading and being accountable 





Read Appropriate-Level Texts


Revisit the “I PICK” lesson often with students who are in need of this strategy.





Reread Text


“Which passage did you practice to increase your fluency?”


 “Do you think you are becoming more fluent? How do you know?”





Practice Common Sight Words and High-Frequency Words


Introduce about five words each week to the student or whole class. Find ways to make connections to these words, anchoring them in text, and finding them in daily reading.


“Look at that sentence. What sight words do you recognize?”





Adjust and Apply Different Reading Rates to Match Text


Relate the speed of reading to gears:�1st Gear: used to memorize material�2nd Gear: used to learn material�3rd Gear: used for most reading�4th Gear: used for skimming/scanning


“What might be the rate you use to read this text?”


“Will you change your rate during this reading?”


“What is your typical speed for reading your favorite chapter book?”





Use Punctuation to Enhance Phrasing and Prosody (End Marks, Commas, etc.)


“What punctuation helped you read that phrase of words?”


“Try saying those words together quickly, not word by word.”
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Teacher Talk�Fluency

















