Accuracy-Chunk Letters and Sounds Together

Researcher Wyle and Durrell found that if students know the following rimes, they will know
500 early reading words. Many of us know onsets and rimes by a synonymous name; word
families. To be clear, an onset comes before the vowel while the rime is the rest of the word,
for example in the word dog, the ‘d’ is the onset and ‘og’ is the rime.

We use onsets and rimes when working with individual students or small groups that are
working on Accuracy, with the strategy of Chunk letters and sounds together. One of our
favorite ways to teach and reinforce this strategy is with a white board, and an activity we call
“Quick Erase”.

Here is how we teach this lesson.

Write the rime ‘og’ on the board and introduce the rime to the child and then say, “If
you know ‘og’, then you will know (write an “I” in front of “0g”) ‘log’.

We then erase the ‘I’ and say, “If you know ‘log’ then you will know (write an “f”) *fog’.
We continue with 4-5 words. Once students have been introduced to this quick format,
we use Quick Erase each time we meet with a student learning how to chunk letters and
sounds together.

We add the list of onsets and rimes below to our conferring notebook, so we can refer to them
with ease.
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