
Predict What Will Happen Next; Use Text to Confirm

Elmer  


By: David McKee

Elmer, the elephant, is most unusual. He is covered with an extraordinary rainbow colored patchwork, while his elephant friends are a more serious gray. Elmer’s personality matches his vibrant color; he loves to make his friends laugh. Yet, as the story continues, Elmer makes the decision to conform to his buddies by changing his color to gray. Quickly, he discovers that being “yourself” is more important. The herd is overjoyed to have their unique friend return. Be sure to savor the visual celebration of Elmer’s originality.

Throughout the story there are many opportunities to ask your students what will happen next.

-After Elmer slips away, ask, “Where will Elmer go?”

-When Elmer finds the berry bush, ask, “What’s Elmer going to do with the berries?”


-After Elmer rejoins the other elephants, ask, “Will the elephants recognize Elmer?”

-When all the grey elephants were so serious, ask, “What did Elmer shout?”

-After one elephant suggests, “We must celebrate this day every year,” ask “How will the elephants celebrate?”

This is a brilliant book to introduce the strategy of prediction because the confirmation comes quickly-the next page.  

Elmer also works well with several other strategies too. Try summarizing, main idea or author’s purpose. For younger students, discuss the importance of being “yourself.” For older students, take it step further…If you like yourself, others will too. 
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