
Use Beginning and Ending Sounds

Hop on Pop

By: Dr. Seuss

Who better to focus on words and sounds than Dr. Seuss.? This story is a “good fit” to introduce the concept of how beginning and ending sounds can change a word.  

Hop On Pop is filled with whimsical creatures that appeal to our imaginations.  In addition, there are only a few words on each page, in large font; that makes this book perfect for beginners.

Read the entire story first with the students and enjoy the rhythm of the words. Pass out individual white boards next. Refer back to the story and pick out some of the rhyming words. For example, write “red” on the white board; have students copy the word on theirs. Erase the first letter and substitute an N for “Ned,” then T for “Ted,” and b for “bed.” It helps to combine the sound change with a visual change.   

Next, you can switch it up with ending sounds. Take the word hop, erase the last letter and add a t for “hot,” then a g for “hog.” Teach your children that Dr. Seuss words don‘t always have to make sense; then you can expand this activity even more. Switch the g in hog for k to make “hok” or m for “hom” and on and on. 

For older students, take any Dr. Seuss book of their choice and have them search for rhyming words. Record the words on white boards and use the list to practice onsets and rimes.

So…hey, hey, hey, what do you say, read Dr. Seuss and you’ll find the way!
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